
 

 

SEWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 4:30 PM 
 
Board Members Present:  Stephanie Croston, Juanita Hill, Nancy Lamberty and Jerry Pfabe.   
Absent:  Bob Dahms. 
Also:   Becky Baker, Library Director. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance by posting the notice of such meeting, with the agenda thereon, in the following places:  City Hall, County Courthouse, and the 
Seward Memorial Library.  Notice of this meeting was simultaneously given to all members of the Library Board.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the 
convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER & RECOGNITION OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT AVAILABILITY 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. by Chairman Juanita Hill, who highlighted the availability of the Open Meetings Act.  
 
2.   LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 
A.  Programs:  The summer programs seem to be going well.  The children who complete the escape room come out very excited and ready to do it again!  The Star Wars 
party last week was enjoyed by 124 attendees.  Tomorrow the magician Keith West will put on a great show; you are all welcome to attend.   

 
Jerry Meyer’s talk on the Apollo 11 space flight and moon landing was well received by the 24 in attendance.  He always does a great job. 

 
This month’s book group choices: 
 Midday Mysteries:  Iron Lake by William Kent Krueger 

Best of NYT:  This Blessed Earth by Ted Genoways 
Random Reads: The Astronaut Wives Club by Lily Koppel 
 

The Library sent out 191 Leading to Reading cards last month. 
 
B.  Staffing:  Staff Updates:  Karl Jones’ last day was May 31.  Becky Reisinger has reported that she would like her last scheduled day to be August 2, but that she is 
willing to work “unscheduled” hours after that if she is needed to train her replacement.  Baker will work this out with City Administration, but we will most likely start 
advertising soon for this opening. 
 
Floor:  This past weekend the linoleum floor in the main hallway was cleaned and refinished.  While of course not back to looking new, it does look pretty good for being 16 
years old.  The Seward Library Foundation is covering this expense.   
 
Holiday:  The library will be closed on Thursday, July 4 for the Independence Day holiday.  The annual used book sale will take place from 9:00 a.m. – noon that day. 
 
C.  Statistics:  Circulation from Seward’s in-house collection for last month is up 1,265 from the previous month and down 841 from last year. Circulation for this collection 
for the previous 12 months now totals 89,845.   
 
OverDrive checkouts total 1,263 by Seward patrons (from all collections) and 1,243 by patrons of other libraries (from Seward’s collection) last month.   

 
Seward’s in-house collection now stands at 55,016 items.   
 
Attendance for last month is up 345 from the previous month and down 1,015 from last year.  
 
Computer use was down 33 from last month and down 151 from last year.  Wireless use for last month totaled 5,050. 
 
3.  ANNUAL POLICY REVIEW-Collection and Internet 
Board reviewed policies, no changes made. 
 
4.  CONSENT ITEMS 
Pfabe moved and Lamberty seconded that consent items a, b, & c be approved. Voting aye: Croston, Hill, Lamberty and Pfabe.  Voting nay:  None.  Absent and not voting:  
Dahms.   Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:38 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Croston, Secretary 


