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Reopening by Appointment

After many long weeks of seeing our patrons only 
through the glass of our drive up window, staff is 
excited to see you in person once again.  The Seward 
Memorial Library will open WITH RESTRICTIONS on 
June 1.  Of course, our drive up window will remain 
in full operation and staff encourages you to keep 
on using that!

The library will open an hour later M-F to allow 
staff a little extra time to shelve and clean before 
the public enters the building.  So, we will be open 
summer hours as follows:
• Monday-Wednesday 10-6
• Thursday 10-8
• Friday 10-5
• Saturday 9-noon
• Sunday closed

Appointments MUST be made to control foot traffic 
and social distancing.  You can contact the library 

at 402 643 3318, email info@
sewardlibrary.org, or text us 

at 402-260-2202 to find an 
available time.  

For collection use, three 
family groups of 6 or less 
will be allowed in every 

half hour, for 20 minutes 
including checkout time.  

Staff will then clean for 10 
minutes before the next group 

enters.  Only the west door will be used, and will be 
kept locked.  If you are late for your appointment no 
one will be there to let you in.

For the public computer lab, two individuals will 
be allowed in on the hour, for 50 minutes.  Staff will 
then clean for 10 minutes before the next computer 
users enter the lab.  Individuals who need assistance 
may bring one person along to help them.  If no 
one is signed up for either of the next time slots, the 
computer user may choose to stay longer.

MASKS OR FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED.  This is 
for staff safety as well as your own.

No public rest rooms or drinking fountains will be 
available.

All returns should still be made in the alley drop 
to assist staff in maintaining existing quarantine 
procedures.

Some things will be removed from public areas:  
children’s toys, all newspapers, some seating to 
encourage social distancing, etc.

Meeting and study rooms will not be available to the 
public until further notice.

Changes to these procedures may be made at any 
time, so be sure to like us on Facebook or watch for 
emailed announcements about our current status.  
Just like all of you, staff is finding our way through 
this time cautiously so that we can continue to serve 
you no matter what the future brings.
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Seward Reads 2020

Seward Reads! is a new community-wide reading event.  
During June families and individuals, adults and children of 
all ages are invited to read Wishtree by Katherine Applegate.  
Chapters Books & Gifts has created a brochure with many activity 
suggestions for each week during June.  Seward Memorial 
Library has copies of Wishtree available and Chapters also has 
this title in stock (for pay as you can or receive a free copy if 
finances are short).  Everyone is encouraged to read this warm 
story of Red, an old oak tree who has witnessed many changes 
in the neighborhood while sheltering all creatures during his 200 
plus years. Join in the fun and fill up some of your summer days 
connecting with others in creative ways.  Visit the Seward Reads! 
webpage or Facebook page:
https://sewardchapters.indeilite.org/evet/seward-reads
Facebook@SewardReads

One Book One Nebraska Community Discussion

One Book One Nebraska encourages Nebraskans across the state to 
discuss one book, chosen from books written by Nebraska authors or 
having a Nebraska theme or setting.  Donald Stratton’s All the Gallant 
Men: An American Sailor’s Firsthand Account of Pearl Harbor is the 2020 
title.  Stratton, who grew up in Red Cloud, joined the Navy after his 
high school graduation.  He wound up being stationed on the USS 
Arizona, a battleship which was sunk during the Japanese attacks 
on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  Stratton survived and at the 
age of 94 decided to write down his personal account of this historic 
event. The story of his experiences, which was the first by an Arizona 
survivor, became a national bestseller.  Donald Stratton, an American 
hero, passed away a few months ago but he will not be forgotten.  
The library will be hosting a community discussion on Monday, July 
13 at 7 p.m. Pick up a copy to read during the summer and join in the 
exchange of ideas and views regarding this book. Watch for details 
about how the meeting will take place in the next newsletter.

Little Women Book Discussion

Chapters Books & Gifts and Seward Memorial Library are sponsoring a virtual book 
discussion of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. The popular classic will be the 
topic of the Zoom meeting on Thursday, May 28 at 7 p.m.  Find out if the book really 
is better than the recent movie version.  For meeting ID use: 719 6771 5192 and 
password: 164709. This information is also available on Chapters website or Seward 
Memorial Library’s Facebook page.
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We are NOT Bored!

People ask, “What are the library staff members doing to fill their time 
during these weeks of quarantine?  Are you reading lots of books?”  The 
answer is: we are not relaxing and we are not bored!  We are serving the 
community through the drive-up window.  We are so grateful for the  
inclusion of the bank-style drawer window in the building blueprints 
almost 18 years ago.  This window has allowed us to meet the needs of 

the patrons by delivering requested library materials as cars pull up or 
individuals walk up to the building.  When the director figured the April stats 

for the Library Board she had evidence of just how busy we have been lately 
filling “orders.” The window use typically averages 122 visits per month, but in 

April the window use was 1,148 … plus  our circulation was only 469 less items than 
last year when we were open! We checked out 5,690 items in April – all through the window!  Just this week 
a new window record was set with 82 window transactions in one day!  Yes, we think of ourselves as  
competing with the local fast food restaurants.  We supply food for the mind and heart!

DOGGONE GOOD!
Download audiobooks and magazines from 

your library—24 hours a day/7 days a week!

Mobile apps available

COMING IN JUNE!

Seward Library Summer Reading Program 2020

With our unique situation this summer, we will be having our Summer Reading Program online!  Readers of 
all ages can log their reading online at READERZONE.com or by using the READERZONE app.  You can enjoy 
reading and logging your progress all summer long!  This summer’s theme, Imagine Your Story, features fairy 
tales with dragons, unicorns, wee folk, centaurs, and gryffins.  The Summer Reading Program will begin on 
June 1, 2020 and end on July 31, 2020.  Instructions will be available on our website as well as on Twitter and 
Facebook on June 1 (but not before then).  Or you can call us on June 1 to sign up if you have limited internet 
access or if you have any questions.  Contact us at info@sewardlibrary.org or by calling at 402-643-3318.  Happy 
Summer Reading to all!



500 Miles From You
by Jenny Colgan

FICTION BOOKS COMING SOON 

Always the Last  
to Know

by Kristan Higgins

American Demon
by Kim Harrison

Ask Me Anything
by P.Z. Reizin

Broken People
by Sam Lansky

Credible Threat
by J.A. Jance

Dance Away  
With Me

by Susan Elizabeth 
Phillips

The Daughters of 
Erietown

by Connie Schultz

The Half Sister
by Sandie Jones

The Marriage Game
by Sara Desai

Mrs. Lincoln’s 
Sisters

by Jennifer  
Chiaverini

Remain Silent
by Susie Steiner

Riviera Gold
by Laurie R. King

Safe
by S.K. Barnett

The Second Home
by Christina Clancy

The Summer Deal
by Jill Shalvis

 

The Summer House
by James Patterson

Take a Hint,  
Dani Brown

by Talia Hibbert

The Vanishing Half
by Brit Bennett
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The Distant Dead
by Heather Young



NON-FICTION BOOKS COMING SOON 
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The 300
by Daniel  
Wasserbly

Fortitude
by Dan Crenshaw

Gentle On My Mind
by Kim Campbell

The Good Assassin
by Stephan Talty

 

The Great Indoors
by Emily Anthes

I Tried to Change So 
You Don’t Have To

by Loni Love

Kid Quixotes
by Stephen Haff

The Language of 
Butterflies

by Wendy Williams

Leave Only  
Footprints 

by Conor Knighton

The Light of Days
by Judy Batalion

The Next Great 
Migration

by Sonia Shah

Night of the  
Assassins

by Howard Blum

The Power of Ritual 
by Casper Ter Kuile

The Remarkable Life 
of the Skin

by Monty Lyman

Resistance
by Tori Amos

The Rural Diaries
by Hilarie Burton 

Morgan

Thank You for Voting
by Erin Geiger Smith

When the World Feels 
Like a Scary Place

by Dr. Abigail Gerwirtz

Why We Drive
by Matthew B. Crawford

Wow, No  
Thank You

by Samantha Irby


